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Tifanie Fitzgerald said she knew the 
Taylorsville Night Out Against Crime was 

a success when her 6-year-old son Conner 
reached out and grabbed the hand of a police 
officer.

“Conner was embarrassed when we 
pointed out that he was holding the officer’s 
hand, but I thought it was a huge thing,” Tifanie 
said. “At the event, my kids could get up close 
to the firefighters and police and know that the 
people who are in charge of our safety are safe 
people.” 

Taylorsville’s annual public safety night 
on Aug. 11 was part of the National Night 
Out campaign, which intendeds to bring 
communities together by forming partnerships 
between residents and police. Tifanie said 
she believed the 2016 event was especially 
influential as trust between citizens and law 
enforcement continues to be a hot topic in the 
United States. 

Children clamored around police cars and 
fire trucks, took pictures with law enforcement 
officers and practiced fire drills with members 
of Unified Fire Authority at the event. Boy 
Scouts earned merit badges through hands-
on activities, and officers and firefighters 
welcomed questions from participants. A rock 
climbing wall, child car seat safety checks and 
K9 demonstrations were new to the annual, 
event, according to UPD Detective Scott Lloyd.

Adults received educational materials 
about how to keep their community safe, and 
many of them told police they wanted to start or 
improve their neighborhood watch programs. 

The number of neighborhood watch 
programs in the Taylorsville community has 
doubled since Taylorsville’s first Night Out 
three years ago, according to Lloyd. Originally, 
people were opposed to neighborhood watch 
programs because they thought it was a way 
to get the residents to do the job of the law 
enforcement officers, according to Lloyd. Now 
residents see vigilant neighborhood watches as 
important, he added. 

“They realize that we are all concerned 
about the same issues, and if our two groups 
work together—the community and law 
enforcement—we can achieve better progress.”

About 250 people, including eight Boy 
Scout troops, attended the event. 

John Harris, a UFA paramedic, said his 
favorite part about the Night Out Against Crime 
was answering the children’s questions about 
what public safety officials do and giving them 
tours of the fire engines. 

“This is really a young man’s job, so if we 
can get these kids interested in this career now, 
they’ll be here after the rest of us are all old and 
gone,” he said. 

Colten Fitzgerald, 8, said he doesn’t know 
if he wants to be a firefighter, but said he’s not 
embarrassed to be around them anymore.

Two years ago, he and a friend pulled the 
fire alarm at their daycare while playing. Upon 

arrival at the daycare, firefighters gave the boys 
a lecture, and Colton’s mother, Tifanie, made 
him write an apology letter. 

“This was actually his next encounter with 
police officers, and it was a good one,” Tifanie 
said of the Night Out Against Crime. “It seemed 
to really help him with any residual effects he 
had about that incident.

Each of Tifanie’s six children said they had 
fun at the safety fair. 

“Can we come back here tomorrow night?” 
Katie Fitzgerald, 10, asked as her mom ushered 
the children to the car. 

Lloyd said he’s grateful there were many 
children who participated in the Night Out. 
When children are interested in what police 
and firefighters are doing and want to help 
them, they are more likely to avoid crime in the 
future, he said.   l
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Desert Star Playhouse, the theater that’s 
built a reputation for producing laugh 

out loud, family-friendly musical comedies, 
continues its 2016 season with a comedic 
take on the supernatural, “Ghostblasters: We 
Ain’t Afraid of No Jokes!” The show opens 
Thursday, August 25th.

Dr. Stanley Bonkers is busy putting to-
gether a new exhibit of priceless artifacts at 
the city museum, but his colleague, Dr. Polly 
P. Pratt is busy trying to catch his eye! When 
Dr. Bonkers gets possessed by the evil sor-
cerer Drool, there’s only one group she can 
call on for help, Ghostblasters! Supervised 
by their inventive leader, code name A-1, 
the Ghostblasters have added the clairvoy-
ant I-15 to their ranks; but will she be ac-
cepted by her fellows? On the other side of 
town, Ghostblaster 401K is sent to investi-
gate strange disturbances in journalist Fanny 
Berrett’s apartment (aside from all his failed 

attempts at getting her to go out with him!) 
And with the increase of supernatural activi-
ty, can the Ghostblasters save the day without 
divine intervention? Find out in our hilarious 
new show!

Directed by Scott Holman, Ghostblast-
ers runs from August 25 to November 5, 
2016.

The evening also includes another of 
Desert Star’s signature musical olios follow-
ing the show. The Monster Rock ‘n Roll-io 
will feature some new and classic rock music 
favorites with a dash of Halloween fun, and 
always hilarious Desert Star twist!

Desert Star audiences can enjoy gour-
met pizza, fresh wraps, burgers, scrumptious 
desserts, and other finger foods as well as a 
full selection of soft drinks and smoothies 
while they watch the show. Food is available 
from an á la carte menu and is served right at 
your table.

“Ghostblasters: We Ain’t Afraid of No Jokes!”

CALENDAR:
“Ghostblasters: We Ain’t Afraid of No Jokes!”

Plays August 25 - November 5, 2016
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 7pm

Saturday at 2:30pm, 6pm and 8:30pm
And some Saturday lunch matinées at 11:30am, and

 Friday late shows at 9:30pm

Tickets: Adults: $22.95, Children: $12.95 (Children 11 and under)
4861 S. State Street, Murray, UT 84107

Call 801.266.2600 for reservations
For additional information, visit our website at 

www.DesertStarPlayhouse.com

Ron Larson’s art shows spread across 
hundreds of miles in the 1970s. As a 

billboard artist, his pictorials appeared on I-15 
and other highways from Ogden to St. George.

“It was there that I got a lot of experience 
in art by trial and error because there was always 
a deadline which means you had to work fast, 
and you got a ton of hands-on experience,” 
Larson said. “The work I did on billboards was 
so varied. You’d have to paint loaf of bread one 
day, a portrait the next or a car. That’s where I 
really honed in my skills as an artist.” 

As computers started stealing the jobs 
of billboard artists in the mid-90s, Larson 
swapped his thick commercial paint brush with 
a smaller one, exploring the realm of landscape 
art seriously for the first time. Larson had never 
taken a formal fine art class, but his grandmother 
taught him a thing or two about oil painting 
while he was a child growing up in Taylorsville. 
He used his knowledge from billboard painting 
and his grandmother’s lessons to begin a new 
career in the fine arts realm. 

Larson’s success wasn’t immediate, but over 
time his paintings were showcased in galleries, 
homes and museums across the country, and he 
gained accolades, including signature member 
status from the National Watercolor Society. His 
current and evolving project, Vistas & Visions of 
the Colorado Plateau, was first showcased in the 
John Wesley Powell Exhibit near Lake Powell 
before moving to Salt Lake Community College 
South City Campus’ George S. & Dolores Dore 
Eccles Gallery, where it was on display until 
Aug 4. Larson, a SLCC commercial art alum, 
said it is special to have his art featured at his 

alma mater. 
“When I talk with those people here, I 

say, ‘I am an alum,’ and they get excited that 
someone from here made it,” he said. “I think 
the best advice that I have for them is to not get 
discouraged. It is a hard road and with so many 
talented artists. The competition is fierce, but 
you have to have a thick skin and paint every 
day.” 

Larson’s been adding brush strokes and 
new pieces to Vistas & Visions of the Colorado 
Plateau for 10 years. It’s a project that will never 
be complete, he said. Now Larson’s working on 
two paintings that he will add to the collection—
one of the Grand Canyon and another of Lake 
Powell. 

The Colorado Plateau is a 140,000-square 
mile-area of heightened rock mass that spans 
from the edge of the Rocky Mountains in Utah, 
down to the Grand Canyon in Arizona, over to 
the Aztec Ruins in New Mexico and back up 
through Mesa Verde to Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison in Colorado.

Larson camped in the Colorado Plateau 
during his teenage years, but he fell in love with 
its scenery while he was an artist-in-residence 
in the Lake Powell area. He’d paint the lake and 
its surroundings during the weekdays, and on 
the weekends he’d venture out to other areas, 
painting on site and snagging photographs that 
he’d tuck away to paint later. 

“That was the start of it, and then the project 
just evolved,” Larson said “I think the best part 
about these paintings is getting to travel around 
that area. I love to explore it.” 

Artist Brings the Colorado
Plateau to His Alma Mater 

By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

Ron Larson’s paintings hang in the George S. & Dolores Dore Eccles Gallery at his alma mater, Salt Lake Commu-
nity College. –Tori La Rue 

continued on next page…
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True to his billboard pictorial roots, Larson’s 
paints the plateau with a “brushy” look, he said. 

“My stuff looks rough, like a mess if you 
look up close, but if you step back, it goes into 
focus,” Larson said.

Emma Eastman commented on Larson’s 
style in his sign-in book. 

“The brush strokes were simple and 
unapologetic, and they came together to create 
something amazing,” she said. 

Gordon Jiminez noticed Larson’s 
“astonishing” portrayal of bodies of water in his 
oil painting “A New Day.” 

“He blended the water into the cliff with 
elegance and grace that are uncanny,” he said. 
“I am intrigued by this piece and interested in 
buying it to put in my 3-story bathroom.” 

SLCC was grateful to showcase such 
beautiful artwork, said Megan McDowell, art 
event director for the SLCC Gallery.   

“Mr. Larson is a prolific artist, and we’re 
always happy to showcase local artists,” she 
said. “Some of Mr. Larson’s works are in 
SLCC’s collection and have homes in various 
places on campus, so it is a delight to have his 
exhibit here.”   l

Ron Larson’s paintings hang in the George S. & Dolores Dore Eccles Gallery at Salt Lake 
Community College’s South City Campus. Larson, now a professional artist, grew up in 
Taylorsville and attended SLCC. –Tori La Rue 
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Twelve catholic and protestant teens 
left their homes in Northern Ireland 

and travelled to Utah for a monthlong 
peace project aimed at unifying their 
nation. 

Northern Ireland’s conflict between 
its mainly protestant unionists and main-
ly catholic nationalists, referred to as 
“The Troubles,” officially came to an 
end through the Belfast Good Friday 
Agreement of 1998, but when the di-
vide between the two sectarian groups 
continued, Reverend Kerry Waterstone 
founded the Ulster Project,  a program 
designed to bring future catholic and 
protestant leaders together through asso-
ciation with religious teens in the United 
States. Utah’s been part of the project for 
30 years. 

“You can definitely tell at the start 
of the month they are in the ‘impress 
phase,’” Adam Dahlberg, director for 
Ulster Project Utah, said of the 12 Irish 
and 12 American teens who are part of the 
project. “They are just getting together, so 
they want to be cool, but by the end of 
the month that has faded and they are able 
to be themselves which is really hard for 
teens to do. It’s fun to see that transition.” 

The Irish teens–six Protestant and 
six Catholic–roomed with an Ameri-
can teen of the same religion and simi-
lar background from June 27 to July 22. 
The 24 participants had their monthlong 
schedule filled with service, outdoor and 
faith-building activities each day. 

Maddie Bossarte, of Taylorsville, 

and Emma Hagan, of Omagh, Northern 
Ireland, barely spoke to each other when 
they first met, but by the second day 
Emma was braiding Maddie’s hair and 
Emma was helping Maddie to put on her 
shoes, said Ann Charat, Maddie’s god-
mother. 

The two teens bonded as the group 
of 24 visited historical sites, rode roller 
coasters and slides at Lagoon and Seven 
Peaks, camped, went rafting, attended a 
REAL Salt Lake game, and volunteered 
at the Utah Food Bank, Humane Society 
and at Kauri Sue Hamilton School for 
students with disabilities, among other 
activities. 

“We’ve become best friends,” Mad-
die, 14, and Emma, 15, said simultane-
ously when asked how they’ve changed 
since the first day of the Ulster Project.

“It’s like everyone here became 
best friends,” Maddie added. “I’ve really 
learned to talk with other people and be 
confident in what I say and to accept the 
differences in others.” 

Emma, a Protestant, said she didn’t 
associate with Catholics very often before 
she came to Utah’s Ulster Project, but af-
ter a month of spending time with catholic 
and protestant teens from her own country 
and the United States, she said she’s ready 
to accept people no matter where they 
come from. 

“At home we have separate schools 
for protestants and Catholics, and they 
don’t really interact much, but now when 
I get home, I’ll try to make an effort with 

the Catholics,” Emma said. 
JP Murray, a 15-year-old Northern 

Ireland resident, said he believes the prej-
udice between Catholics and protestants 
will die off as his generation ages. While 
older people are prone to think of the di-
vide between the group, the teenagers 
are “more chill” and want to get to know 
each other, he said. JP’s American room-
mate for the duration of the project was PJ 
Mannebach from Salt Lake City.

The directors must have had a sense 
of humor to pair them together, JP said. 
Despite the similarity in their names, the 
two 15-year-olds had many different in-
terests that made their situation ironic, PJ 
said. 

“At first, it was just really awkward, 
and I was thinking about what I got my-
self into,” PJ said. “Then I started talking 
with all the people in our groups, and I 
realized that all of these guys were pure 
fun. I used to avoid talking to people in 
group settings, but now I enjoy it, and 
that’s something that I’ll always carry 
with me.” 

Aaron Smithson, a counselor from 
Ireland, said it was amazing to see JP and 
PJ’s self-confidence increase through the 
project. 

“They used to be some of the quiet-
est kids around here, but then they started 
being the loudest and most annoying, and 
that was a good thing to see,” Smithson 
said. “All of them have really opened up 
and have been able to see past religion 
and their cultural differences.”   l

Teens from Northern Ireland, Utah 
Foster Friendships through Differences 

By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com
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Salt Lake County Library Services noticed 
a gap in services to youth in care and 

custody, so they partnered with Utah’s 
Department of Juvenile Justice Services to 
begin a book club within short- and long-term 
centers. 

“Our job is to serve the entire public, 
and we’re not serving entire public if we’re 
not serving the people who can’t come to 
us,” said Carrie Rogers-Whitehead, senior 
librarian over teen services. “These teens 
are in a holding, transitional state in their 
lives, so to help them get powerful skills like 
reading—you don’t get many opportunities 
like that.” 

The program was honored with 
an achievement award at the National 
Association of Counties’ Conference on July 
22 in Long Beach, California, for bringing 
literacy to a specific subset of residents. 

“It’s an honor to have received such 
an award because there are stereotypes that 
follow this group of youth, and to have them 
recognized as an important group to serve is 
amazing,” Rogers-Whitehead said. 

Rogers-Whitehead said she hopes the 
recognition at a National conference will 
encourage other libraries to serve people 
who can’t come to them. The award-winning 
program may be the first of its kind in the 
nation, according to Rogers-Whitehead’s 
research. 

The librarians facilitated traditional 
book clubs at Salt Lake Observation and 
Assessment, Decker Lake Youth Center and 
Wasatch Youth Center in 2013, but Rogers-
Whitehead said she realized librarians needed 
to accommodate for varying reading levels. 
Now teens are invited to read books of their 
choice within their own reading level instead 
of being assigned the same book as their 
peers, and the club discussions are based on 
broad topics that many books relate to.

Susan Burke, director of Juvenile Justice 
Services, said the club enhances the youths’ 
learning and said it’s her belief that education 
can be a course-corrector for these teens. 
She believes the youths’ love for books will 
continue after they leave the center, and she 
said she hopes they’ll remember the library as 
a place of entertainment. 

Each youth at the center is strongly 
encouraged to attend the book club meetings, 
which happen twice a month. Librarians cart 
hundreds of books into the centers—from 
history books to cook books to mystery 
novels and science fiction books. “Hellraiser,” 
“Fallen,” “The Hulk” and “The Guardian 
Herd Series” are a few of the most popular 
reads within the program. 

Recently, the Utah Department of 
Education granted funding for the Library and 
Department of Juvenile Justice Services to 
purchase graphic novels for the program. The 
graphic novels have allowed teens with lower 
reading levels to be more actively involved in 
the club. Many of the youth learned English 
as a second language, and pictures give 
context clues to their readers and help the 
ESL learners to learn new English phrases, 
Burke said. 

The youth have responded well to the 
program, so Burke said the department 
decided to expand reading programs at 
its centers. Soon, the University of Utah 
reading clinic, a resource designed to  offer 
assessment and intervention to struggling 
readers, will begin a partnership with the 
Juvenile Justice Services. 

“We get from the youth that they are 
excited about reading,” Burke said. “It gives 
them a place to have a shared discussion 
about reading and apply it to their past 
experience, and it opens a whole new world 
of imagination and opportunity to gain 
knowledge about themselves.”   l

Library Creates Book Club for Youth in Juvenile Detention
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

 A youth reads a book at a Utah 
Division of Juvenile Justice 
Services Center. The division 
partnered with Salt Lake County 
Library Services to create a book 
club for youth in short- and long-
term detention centers. 
–Utah Division of Juvenile 
Justice Services 
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A building prototype crashed to the floor as 
four teams of teens competed to create the 

tallest tower out of KEVA planks during a sum-
mer STEM camp at the Taylorsville library. 

“Oh, you guys were so close,” volunteer 
instructor Melissa Ivie said as audible “nos” 
and gasps escaped the mouths of the four teens 
whose building was now a clump of blocks on 
the floor. 

The teens scurried to make up for lost time, 
rebuilding their tower that ended up being the 
second-tallest building by the time the clock ran 
out. The three-hour camp continued with funda-
mental engineering lessons, architecture studies 
and bridge and home prototype construction. 
Salt Lake County Library Services and USU 
Extension partnered to bring the program to 
teens to engage them in learning activities 
during their summer break. 

Mackenzie Bach, 15, and two of her 
younger siblings attended the camp, and she 
said it was a great activity for them to work 
on together that allowed them to get out of the 
house. 

“It’s really fun,” Mackenzie said. “Usually 
we like playing video games and things, so it 
was nice to be able to do something real. I think 
it helps us to think a little so we’re not just brain 
dead all summer.” 

Ivie watched as Mackenzie and the 15 

other teens tried to make the most “earth-
quake-resistant building” with KEVA planks, 
thin, stackable building blocks. Some of the 
buildings were built in octagonal shapes. Oth-
ers were made by stacking the blocks directly 
on top of each other in a rectangle. Ivie de-
scribed the teens’ creation process as “very 
entertaining.”

“I love working with the kids when they 
learn new things,” she said. “I love engineer-
ing and STEM. They are passions of mine that I 
enjoy getting to do with other people. Just how 
cool these teens think STEM is makes it fun.” 

Ivie, a computer science major at Utah 
State, has a deep history with STEM projects. 
Her father is a computer engineer, and her 
mother studied engineering in college, so her 
family oftentimes did STEM projects together 
when she was growing up, she said. Now, as 
a Utah State extension volunteer, she has the 
opportunity to do similar projects with students 
who may not have the same resources that she 
did at home. 

Lucas Carpenter, 16, said Ivie was a great 
instructor who helped him learn about infra-
structure and how to work as a team. 

“If you learn to work as a team, that will 
affect every part of your education,” he said. 

Lucas said he hopes to attend more events 
like the summer STEM camp in the future.   l

Teens Explore Architecture, Engineering at Library
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com  
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Teens collaborate in a competition to build the tallest tower out of KEVA planks during a summer STEM camp at the 
Taylorsville Library –Tori La Rue 
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Taylorsville is growing, and I am excited about the direction we 
are headed. With the opening of new stores and restaurants, 

upgraded parks complete and more in progress, I feel and see a 
change in our citizens.

I am excited that we budgeted for a new fence along 1300 
West from 5400 South to 4800 South to protect the school chil-
dren from the canal at Plymouth Elementary. We are upgrading 

school crosswalks and other areas. We are all anxiously awaiting for 
Regal Cinemas to open their 1st Megaplex in Utah on the 1st of December.  We are also looking 
forward to the opening of the retirement community, Summit Vista. 

This growth provides the benefit of additional goods & services closer to home, no tax in-
creases needed, and our ability to watch our city change and transform for the better.

I would like to encourage all of us to support and patronize the businesses, retailers, and 
restaurants that have chosen Taylorsville. It is one way for us to empower them to grow, prosper 
and thrive in our city.

Without the residents of this great city supporting me and many others, this growth would not 
be possible. 

Thank you,
Mayor Johnson

M AYO R ’S  M E S S AG E

Mayor Larry Johnson

COUNCIL CORNER

Recently there has been media attention fo-
cusing on mosquitos, the Zika virus and 

West Nile virus. The South Salt Lake Valley 
Mosquito Abatement district is a local service 
district which provides service to residents of 
Taylorsville and other cities in the valley. Their 
mission is to safeguard the health, welfare and 
comfort of the public by controlling mosqui-
toes and black flies, with an emphasis on safety, 
high standards, environmental awareness, cost 
efficiency, responsibility and leadership.

As residents we pay for mosquito abate-
ment service through a separate line item on 
our property tax. The rate we pay is based on 
individual property value. The current rate is 
.0000180 per cent. What does that look like 
for you and me? If your property is valued at 
$248,000 the amount paid by a homeowner to 
control mosquitoes is $2.46 per year. This is a 
small price to pay for services provided, some 
of which include:

• Mapping, recording and regularly inspect-
ing standing water

• Treating horse troughs, ornamental ponds, 
and catch basins

• Spraying and fogging
• Other services as situations warrant

Here’s what we can do to reduce mosquitos 
in and around our homes and neighborhoods:

• Once a week, empty and scrub, turn over, 
cover, or throw out items that hold water, 
such as tires, buckets, planters, toys, pools, 
birdbaths, flowerpots, or trash containers. 

• Use mosquito repellant containing DEET

Most mosquitos will continue to survive 
until the first frost. Until then If you have ques-
tions or concerns regarding controlling mos-
quitoes in your neighborhood visit www.sslv-
mad.org. For information regarding Zika and 
West Nile virus visit www.slco.org/slcohealth.

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd
www.taylorsvilleut.gov

801-963-5400

Emergency ..............................................................911
Unified Police Department Dispatch .......801-743-7000 
(Non-Emergencies)
Fire Department .....................................801-743-7200
Poison Control Center ......................... 1-800-222-1222
Animal Control Shelter ...........................801-965-5800
Animal Control After Hours Dispatch ......801-840-4000
Building Inspection ................................801-955-2030
Salt Lake County Business Alliance .........801-977-8755 
(Chamber of Commerce)
Garbage/Recycle/GreenWaste Pick-up ...385-468-6325 
(Wasatch Front Waste & Recycling)
Granite School District ............................385-646-5000

Health Department ................................385-468-4100
Highway Conditions (from cell phone) ....................511
Park Reservations ...................................385-468-7275
Public Works ...........................................385-468-7050 
(Salt Lake County)
Questar ..................................................801-324-5000
Rocky Mountain Power ...................... 1-888-221-7070
Salt Lake County Recycling/Landfill .......801-974-6920 
www.slvlandfill.slco.org
Taylorsville-Bennion  
Improvement District .............................801-968-9081 
(Sewer & Water)
Taylorsville Senior Center .......................801-293-8340
4743 S. Plymouth View Drive (1625 West)
Taylorsville Neighborhood Compliance ..801-955-2013
Taylorsville Justice Court ........................801-963-0268
Taylorsville Library .................................801-943-4636 
4948 S. 2700 W.
Taylorsville Recreation Center.................385-468-1732 
4948 S. 2700 W.
Taylorsville-Bennion Heritage Center .....801-281-0631 
Museum – 1488 W. 4800 S.
UDOT Region 2 .......................................801-975-4900
Utah Transit Authority (UTA) ..................801-743-3882

RESTAURANT

CHI-KU Pan Asian Kitchen
1732 West 5400 South (Legacy Plaza)

Taylorsville, Utah 84118
Phone: 801-290-2032

Favorite Appetizer: Thai Lettuce Wraps
Favorite Entree: Rice Noodles/Pad Thai, Vietamese 
Meatballs & Mixed Vegetables with Teriyaki Sauce

https://chikukitchen.com/

Open Daily from 11AM – 10PM

BUSINESS

Wood Creations
5612 South Redwood Road

Taylorsville, Utah 84123
Phone: 801-849-8858

http://woodcreationscrafts.com/

Monday – Friday  9AM – 6PM
Saturday 10AM – 4PM

Closed Sunday

Specialists in take and make crafts, shelves, picture frames and home décor. 
They also cary vinyl and crafting supplies. 

M AYO R ’S  C H O I C E

—  F R E Q U E N T LY  C A L L E D  N U M B E R S  —
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NEW BUSINESSES

Automotive Finance 
Corporation

6321 So Redwood Road #208
Financing to Independent Auto Dealers

Becky Isom
2011 West 4700 South

Hair Replacement, Hair Salon

Los Pinos, LLC  El Fogon 
Costeno

4150 So Redwood Road
Restaurant

New Look Beauty Salon
4968 S Redwood Rd

Hair Salon

Onstage Danceware 
(new Owner)

4168 South 1785 West
Dancewear & Accessories

Sizzling Wings
5650 Redwood Rd

Restaurant

Taylorsville Financial Services
1757 W Carriage Square

Health Insurance

Welcome to 
Taylorsville!

Taylorsville Diversion Statistics: January - June 2016

Plastic Bags

Green Waste Subscription Program - Subscribe Today!

604 South 6960 West, Midvale UT 84047 • wasatchfrontwaste.org
Office: 385-468-6325 • Fax: 385-468-6330 • info@wasatchfrontwaste.org

Subscribe Today!

September Activities at Taylorsville Senior Center
4743 South Plymouth View Drive, Taylorsville Utah

385-468-3370

Monday, September 5th -  Senior Center closed in observance of Labor Day. 
Tuesday, September 6th -  Birthday Tuesday lunch. Come and help us celebrate our friends with birthdays in September.  Special 

entertainment by Alan Brownlee from 11:30-12:30. 
Thursday, September 8th -  Taylorsville City Emergency Preparation Fair- 2:00-10:00 pm. This will be held at the Senior Center. Every-

one is invited to attend. 
Monday, September 12th -  Bus trip to Dollar Tree at 10:30. 
Wednesday, September 14th -  Presentation on Prehab presented by Anike from Legacy from 11:00-12:00. 
Friday, September 16th -  Vital Aging class cancelled today. 
Wednesday, September 21st -  Lunch will be at 11:30 and the center will be closing at 12:30 due to an all staff retreat. Sack lunches today. 
Thursday, September 22nd -  1 Mile Walk for fall prevention at 9:00, followed by our Health Fair from 10:00-1:00.  Various vendors, ser-

vices and door prizes. 
Friday, September 23rd -  Charted bus trip to Logan. Bus leaves at 9:00 am and returning around 4:00 pm. $16.00 per person. Sign 

up and pay at the front desk. 
Monday, September 26th -  Bus trip to Dollar Tree at 10:30. 
Tuesday, September 27th -  In house Art Show featuring members artwork from 8:00 am-11:30, followed by special entertainment spon-

sored by Heart and Soul. Special Lunch at 12.00. 
Thursday, September 29th -  Unclaimed Property Presentation at 11:30. 
Friday, September 30th -  Candidate day at Taylorsville Senior Center at 11:00. Come and hear from your local politicians and repre-

sentatives. 
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For the month of September, our 
thoughts are turning to school starting for a 
new year.  The Historic Preservation Comm. 
would like to bring to your attention how 

“Dear Old Golden School Days” came into play.  
School always started after labor day and closed 
before Memorial Day.  
There were three prominent elementary schools 
in our community.  First was the “Old Rock School 
House, located on the corner of 1175 West and 
4800 South.
 
The teacher’s name was Emma Jane Webster who 
lived in the white house just south of the school on 
4800 South.  Both she and her sister Georgiana 
were local school teachers. 

It served the students well until the “new” Plymouth 
School was built to open in 1906.  In later years, 
Plymouth also served as a Jr. High and included a 
library.  It was located on the corner of 4800 South 
and Redwood Road.  

The students in Bennion attended the “Old School 
House” whose name changed many times.  It was 
located on the site of 6200 South and Redwood 
Road, in the year 1905. The name of the school was 
changed three  times in a four year period.  

1905 64th District School
1906 South Taylorsville School
1908 Madison School  -  The Madison school site  
 was sold to Bennion Ward, in 1921.

The following people served as principals of the 
school:

W.R. Wilson  1905-1907
Eliabeth Bennion 1907-1909
Zeretta Frame 1909-1910
Clarissa Saunders 1910-1911
Emma Jane Webster 1911-1912
Alt Stookey  1912-1913
W.R. Wilson  1913-1915
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Taylorsville Senior Center Health Fair and 1-Mile Walk for Fall Prevention

Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016
9AM - Walk

10AM to 1PM - Health Fair
Taylorsville Senior Center

4743 South Plymouth View Drive 
For additional information, please call (385) 468-3370

City of Taylorsville 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FAIR 
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Taylorsville's Night Out Against Crime 2016

Night Out Against Crime

Welcome to Taylorsville, WINGSTOP!
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City of Taylorsville

Family Day of Fun
Saturday, September 24th 11 AM - 4 PM

Taylorsville City Hall

Bounce Houses

Food Trucks 

Wall Climbing

Slides

Obstacle
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Taylorsville Class of 1986: Where Are They Now? 
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

It’s been 30 years since the Taylorsville Class 
of 1986 roamed the halls of Taylorsville High 

School, but a reunion on Aug. 26 and 27 brought 
the veteran Warriors back to their alma mater. 

Because a lot can happen in 30 years, the 
Taylorsville Journal rounded up stories from 
some of the ’86 graduates, to share their post-
high school experiences with the community that 
saw them through their teenage years.

Jeff Isbell – The Entrepreneur 
Jeff Isbell would have been 
voted “Most Likely to Not 
Succeed and Wind Up in 
Prison,” had that been a 
yearbook award, he said, but 
times change. Thirty years into 
the future, he’s the owner of 
Sun Print Solutions, a Utah-

based company that employs more than 125 
people—several of them Isbell’s classmates from 
Taylorsville High. 

“High School was a hard time that was 
emotionally tough,” he said. “It was horrible. I 
was scared to death and 17, but life is pretty good 
right now. I’ve made it this long, and I’ll probably 
make it another 20 or 30 years.” 

After graduation, Isbell knew it was time 
to leave his parents’ house and begin to fend for 

himself. He started 
working construction, 
not knowing what 
profession he’d be 
interested in long 
term. 

He meant to 
attend college, but 
by age 20 he was 
married with a couple 
of kids and found 
himself working 
as a delivery driver 
for a local printing 
company. Isbell had 
worked his way into management, and within 10 
years he purchased the company in what he calls 
a “hostile takeover.” 

The previous owners lived out of state, and 
Isbell was the boss and face of the company to 
the employees and customers, he said. The other 
employees were shocked to find out that Isbell 
didn’t own the company, so they backed him up 
when he forced the previous owners to sell him 
the business, he said. 

“I’ve been here so long now,” Isbell said. 
“Financially, it’s been great for me, and I like the 
people. I get to choose the directions that we go, 
and I also like that.” 

Isbell’s company bought out and merged 
with several other companies during the years 
of his ownership, but as successful as Isbell’s 
business has grown, he said his proudest moments 
have been seeing his two daughters grow up. 

The entrepreneur keeps in contact with his 
friends from high school. His best friend, Todd 
Wilberger, also a class ‘86 alum, works with him, 
and the two spend time running together. Karen 
Andrews, one of the reunion planners, and Isbell 
grew up houses apart, and they still stay in touch.

Although he said he’d never go back to high 
school even if someone paid him over a million 
dollars, Isbell’s cherishes the friendships he made 
from Taylorsville Class of 1986.  

Jim Olsen – 
The Planner 
Jim Olsen’s mother was 
diagnosed with brain 
cancer during his first 
year at Taylorsville 
High. Although he 
didn’t tell anyone about 
her illness, he said he 

relied heavily on the support and friendship of 
the other teens at Taylorsville High School to get 
through the trial that was plaguing his family. 

Several years after graduation, his mother 

passed away. He wrote an obituary for her in 
which he asked for donations for the American 
Cancer Society in lieu of flowers. 

“When I arrived at her funeral there were 
no flowers, and it was stark and barren,” Olsen 
said. “You think someone—at least one of all of 
those people—wouldn’t follow directions. I was 
beginning to feel like I made a mistake when in 
walks this giant floral arrangement, and it says, 
‘Sorry for your loss, Taylorsville Class of 1986’

“That’s one of those things that stays with 
you forever,” he said.” 

Olsen, a former junior class officer and 
student body officer, took it upon himself to plan 
the school’s 30th reunion in an effort to give back 
to the classmates who brought some life into one 
of his hardest days. He and three other classmates 
planned the bulk of the Aug. 26–27 event. 

Olsen moved away from Taylorsville to 
South Carolina for graduate school, but he stayed 
there after meeting a woman who later turned 
out to be his wife. While his children call South 
Carolina home, Olsen brings them to Taylorsville 
each year to get a taste of what it was like for their 
dad to grow up in the Salt Lake City suburb. The 
Olsens eat Leatherby’s ice cream, watch movies 
at the Redwood Drive-In Theatre and visit 
extended family members on their summer trips. 

Jeff with his oldest daughter, 
whom he helped through a 
battle with cancer. –Jim Olsen 

Crosspoint Church in Taylorsville hosted a BBQ luncheon for City Officials,
Firefighters and Police Officers to express appreciation for their service.  Thank you to

Crosspoint Church for lunch and your contributions to our community.
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Nancy Mix Hedin – 
The Cake Artist 
Nancy (Mix) Hedin 
described herself as a 
“wallflower” in high school 
who “wasn’t involved in 
too much.” Now she works 
full time for a health care 
company while raising three 

children and overseeing the local chapter of a 
service organization. 

“I think it is natural to get more motivation 
when you get older because you see more need 
that you wouldn’t see in high school as a student,” 
she said. 

Hedin dabbled in cake making for years, 
so when she heard about Birthday Cakes 4 Free, 
a California-based organization that provides 
free birthday cakes to financially and socially 

disadvantaged children and seniors, she decided 
to start a Northern Utah chapter in 2014.

The first cake Hedin delivered was to a 
72-year-old woman who was staying at the same 
aging services center in which her parents used to 
reside. It was the first birthday cake the woman 
had received in her adult life, and she was thrilled, 
according to Hedin. 

“It’s nice to make people feel better with 
something as simple as a cake,” Hedin said. 
“It lets them know that someone out in the 
community cares.” 

Her chapter of Birthday Cakes 4 Free 
delivered five more cakes during 2014, and in 
2015 the service organization took off as more 
people heard about the initiative. About 35 
volunteers joined her chapter, making 152 cakes 
in 2015 for seniors, children with disabilities, 
children in foster care and women in crisis 

centers. They’ve made and delivered 67 cakes so 
far in 2016. 

Hedin tries to customize the cakes to the 
needs and interests of the recipients. She made 
a football-shaped fondant cake for a foster child 
who loved football and a cake with fondant 
animals for a blind child, so he could feel the 
animals on the cake. For legal and other reasons, 
Hedin doesn’t always get to hand-deliver the 
cakes, but she will often receive cards from her 
recipients. 

“We did one [cake] for a little guy in a 
homeless shelter in Ogden, and he sent a picture 
he had drawn for us,” Hedin said. “It was a two-
sided picture, and in the little kid’s drawing, 
it shows him sad before he got the cake, and it 
shows how happy he was after he got the cake. 
It was the sweetest thing. There’s a lot of people 
in tough situations, so it’s nice to know you have 
made their day a little better.” 

Sean Lucas – 
The Dentist
Sean Lucas and 
Dena Lopez met in a 
weight-training class 
at Taylorsville High 
School. Fast Forward 
30 years, and they’re 
married with three 
kids, living blocks from 
where they grew up. 

“I guess you could say we haven’t made it 
very far in life,” Lucas joked. 

But despite Lucas’ physical proximity to his 
high school roots, he’s leaps and bounds ahead of 
his high school self in other aspects. Lucas said 
his priorities “certainly weren’t education” in his 
teenage years, but after graduation, he went on to 
get a bachelor’s in biology from the University 
of Utah with a minor in chemistry before moving 
east to get his doctor of dental surgery from 
Virginia Commonwealth University Medical 
College of Virginia.

Lucas later opened a private practice 
in Cottonwood Heights, and his wife made 
Taylorsville their home once again. 

“A lot of 
my friends still 
live in the area, 
and it is close to 
everything. It’s 
seven minutes 
from where I 
work and 15 
minutes to 
anything in Salt 
Lake,” Lucas 
said. “I like the 
community, and 
my family is still around here. We have great 
mountains and skiing. It’s a great place.” 

Lucas’ two oldest children, Tabitha and 
Preston, graduated from Taylorsville High 
School, too. Tabitha, 24, will finish Salt Lake 
Community College’s dental hygiene program 
next year, and then she’ll be able to work in her 
dad’s practice with her parents, as her mom is 

also a dental hygienist. 
In addition to the private practice, Lucas, a 

lieutenant colonel in the Air Force Reserves, is the 
Chief of Dental Services in the 302 Airlift Wing 
at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado. He’d 
always wanted to join the Air Force Reserves, but 
it wasn’t until five years ago that his wife gave 
him the OK, he said. He spends one weekend a 
month on base. 

When he’s not working on other people’s 
teeth or spending time with his family, Lucas can 
be found skiing and boating—hobbies he’s had 
since high school, because after 30 years, some 
things haven’t changed.

Tom Brooks - 
The Assimilator 
Tom Brooks was involved in 
Taylorsville High School’s 
French and German clubs 
1986, but his time might have 
been better spent in Japanese 
club, had that been an option. 

Brooks’ interest in Japanese culture, 
language, food and people grew after high school 
graduation. He met and married his wife and 
secured a job at Department of State at the U.S. 
Embassy in Japan. The couple has made Japan 
their home for almost a quarter-century. 

Within 30 years, Brooks had traded 
conversations at lockers and pulling out of the 
Taylorville High School parking lot in his 1969 
Ford Mustang for “a wonderful Japanese wife 
who can cover most ’80s heavy metal bands 
and a son in college whose good looks make me 
question if I am his father,” he said.

“I have seen and experienced things both in 
my personal and professional life that I could have 
never imagined back in high school,” Brooks 
said. “My confidence and view of the world have 
definitely changed me, and my family, career, 
and adopted country have definitely changed my 
life.” 

The 30-year reunion was the first time 
Brooks had seen his friends from high school 
since their graduation, besides his friend Jim 
Olsen who’d visited him in Japan. 

“My thoughts of my graduating class and the 
Taylorsville community are the same as they were 
back in 1986, frozen in carbonite like Han Solo,” 
Brooks said. “Good, happy thoughts of mostly 
nice, friendly, people living in what I remember 
or now consider to be a small community where 
people would help others.”   l

EDUCATION

1856 West 5400 South (next to Leatherby’s)
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A recent photo of Sean and Dena 
Lucas. The couple met in a weight 
training class at Taylorsville High 
School. –Sean Lucas 

 A recent picture of Tom Brooks. Tom currently lives with 
his family in Japan. –Tom Brooks 

One of Jim Olsen’s favorite dance pictures from high 
school –Jim Olsen

Nancy Hedin and her children deliver a birthday cake 
to a 72-year-old woman. Hedin oversees the Northern 
Utah Chapter of service organization Birthday Cakes 
for Free. –Nancy Hedin
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VOTE JIM DUNNIGAN 

VOTE TO RE-ELECT JIM DUNNIGAN • WWW.ELECTDUNNIGAN.COM

Jim works for Taylorsville & Kearns families by: 

 • Preserving government transparency and fighting corruption

 • Protecting vulnerable Utahns 

 • Increasing school funding 

 • Defending family values 

 • Advocating for small businesses and the free market

ALL WITHOUT RAISING TAXES

RE-ELECT JIM DUNNIGAN TO THE STATE HOUSE      ELECTDUNNIGAN.COM
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VOTE TO RE-ELECT JIM DUNNIGAN • WWW.ELECTDUNNIGAN.COM

Jim works for Taylorsville & Kearns families by: 

 • Preserving government transparency and fighting corruption

 • Protecting vulnerable Utahns 

 • Increasing school funding 

 • Defending family values 

 • Advocating for small businesses and the free market

ALL WITHOUT RAISING TAXES

Taylorsville High School hasn’t made it to the last round of 
the playoffs since 1999 when they lost the championship to 

Skyline High School, but this may be their year, according to head 
coaches Pala Vaituu and Rod Wells. 

“We have lots of young kids, so in the beginning, I didn’t 
think they were ready, but (offensive coordinator) Wayne (Manu 
Tuinei) has done a good job being here during the whole season 
working with the offensive line and (Defensive coordinator Tyler) 
Haslam’s done a good job working with the defensive line, and so 
now, man, it’s just like we cannot wait to play,” Vaituu said. “So 
barring injury, I personally think we are going to have a really 
good season” 

In the early-to-mid-2000s it wasn’t uncommon for 
Taylorsville football to claim one victory game each season, but 
in the past four years, the Warriors recorded more wins than in the 
prior 10 years combined. The football history that’s “haunted” the 
school for years, is beginning to change, according to Wells. 

The coaches attribute their success to the coaching staff’s 
belief system and the players conduct on and off the field. 

“The change hasn’t necessarily been tangible, but we really 
started to win when we decided to put God first,” said Haslam. 
“We really believe God put us here together to help build quality 
young men.” 

The eight-member coaching staff works in unison, governed 
by the values and principles they agree on, according to Tuinei. 
The joint head coaches consider the rest of the coaching staff 
their team, so they regularly seek their input instead of dictating 
everything that should happen within the THS football program, 
Tuinei added. 

While the coaches share similar core values, they never 
push that on their players, Vaituu said. Instead, they continually 
encourage each of their players to live true to himself by honoring 
his own heritage and religion. In this way, the THS football 
program focuses on preparing young men for more than the 
upcoming season, Manu Tuinei said. 

“Kids learn things here about working hard and dedicating 
themselves to a cause, and these are skills that transfer over to 
other aspects of life,” he said. “Not every kid is going to go to the 
NFL and be a superstar. Not everyone is going to be a Division 1 
football player, but if they can be good men in the community—
good husbands and fathers, I think we have done really well.” 

Vaituu and Wells’ coaching staff has been in place four 
years. Since that time, THS administrators said they’ve noticed a 
difference in the conduct of football players.

“They’ve stopped bullying kids, and they’ve stopped 
hazing,” Vaituu said. “I think it’s really good for the school to see 
the transition of these kids.”

Quarterback Dane Leituala, left tackle Ewan Manu-Tuinei, 
linebacker Dylan Apelu, cornerback Tama Wilson, defensive end 
Josh Sterzer, wide receiver Jace Simons, tight end Chase Hess 
and defensive end T.J. Hess have changed what it means to be a 
football player at Taylorsville High School, Vaituu said. 

“Those kids right there, they are the ones that lead this team,” 
Vaituu said. “If these kids were bad kids, then the rest of them 
would be just following after them, but most of our kids are 
following these guys, and they are great examples of just being 
great all-around—classroom, field, socially. I mean we have been 
blessed with good kids, and they are the ones that are actually 
moving this program forward—them and the kids who came 
before them.”

Recent players have improved Taylorsville’s program by 
bringing college recruiters to the school, something that rarely 
happened previously, Wells said. Rated as one of the top high 

Football Preview: ‘Endless Possibilities’ for Taylorsville Warriors
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

The Taylorsville Warriors gear up for the 2016 season with a scrimmage 
game at their high school. –Aryana Apelu 

continued on next page…
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Model NOW OPEN!  
Starting in the $250’s

• MAIN FLOOR LIVING  • CLUBHOUSE  • CONVENIENT LOCATION

David Madsen | Realtor | Cell: (801) 916-6366
3150 South 7200 West, West Valley

school defensive ends in the nation by ESPN, Mufi Hunt had offers 
from many colleges, but decided on Michigan State, defensive 
lineman Lyric Bartley chose Washington State, and Lewitt Savini, 
also a defensive lineman, signed with El Camino College. 

Vaituu hopes to see more players go on to play college 
football, and he believes his young 2016 team has time to develop 
the skills it takes to play at that level, he said. One of the players 
the coaches are most excited about is their varsity quarterback, 
Dan Leituala, who started as a freshman last year and ran for 
nearly1,800 yards and passed for about 1,700. He’s back for year 
two.

“We are really excited because his knowledge and grasp of 
the concepts we are running is just—oh, it is night and day from 
last year until now, and so we expect some really big numbers with 
that quarterback,” Vaituu said. 

Equally as important to the team is their starting left tackle 
Ewan Manu-Tuinei, who started his freshman and sophomore 
years, Vaituu added. 

“It is nice to have a really good quarterback, and it’s nice to 
have someone who is protecting his blindside, so we’ll be blessed 
to have those two athletes playing together for another two years,” 
Vaituu said. 

Taylorsville may not have the breath that other teams do, but 
their solid starters bring the potential for an amazing season, Wells 
said. 

“Barring injury, I think the possibilities for us are endless,” 
Wells said. “We have the kids—who knows? If we can stay healthy 
and stay within ourselves and stay focused on our core beliefs of 
the program, you know, I think the sky’s the limit for us.”   l Taylorsville Warriors run the ball during a scrimmage game at Taylorsville 

High School. –Aryana Apelu 



Taylorsville CityJournalPage 20 | September 2016 SPORTS

“To Strengthen and Promote the 
Shared Interests of the Business Community”

Vision and Core Principles
• Advocacy
• Representation

• Relationships
• Involvement• Networking Advocacy

PiNG (Professionals Networking Group) 
meets weekly on Wednesdays

September 7-8 – Leadership Institute Kick-off

 

Upcoming Events  

Contact Information: 
Barbara S. Riddle, CMP

801-977-8755
barbara@chamberwest.org

Thank You to our Community Investment Members & Civic Partners

September 15 – Board of Governors Meeting

September 22 – Monthly Chamber Luncheon
Speaker: Jordan Larson, Varex Imaging

Topic: Sustainability Programs for Business

For more information or to register for an event call 801-977-8755 or visit www.ChamberWest.com. 

To invest in your organization and community, 
invest in ChamberWest!

ADVANCE AUTO PARTS ribbon cutting, located at 
4795 West 3500 South in West Valley City.

WALMART  ribbon cutting, located at 3180 South 
5600 West in West Valley City.

• Value 
• Exposure

Representing Businesses in West Valley City, Taylorsville, Kearns and Millcreek

New Members
• Yamato Transport USA
• Benchmark Bookkeeping & 

Consulting
• SoundsWrite LLC
• Hays Companies
• Hays Companies – Property 

& Casualty

Renewing Members
• American Cancer Society
• Firestone Building Products 
• Walmart Super Center
• Hincklease
• Utah Trucking Association
• ABC Great Beginnings
• Central Body Shop

• Northwest Auto Buyers
• The Christmas Box  

International
• Unified Fire Authority
• Monte Vista Manufactured 

Home Community

Over 100 spectators watched as racers, many 
of them children, leapt into the pool, sped 

through a park on bikes and sprinted to the finish 
line during Taylorsville Fitness and Recreation 
Center’s fifth annual triathlon. 

The Taylorsville Triumph Youth and 
Family Triathlon is a super sprint race, meaning 
the distance of each event is shortened, making 
it the perfect triathlon for children, said Ryan 
Roghaar, program coordinator. Participants 
swam 150 meters biked 4.6 miles and ran 1.2 
miles.

“I run tris all over the place, but this is the 
only one that caters to my kids, so it was kind 
of fun to get them involved, and I brought some 
friends,” said Derek Jones, a participant. “It’s 
just an easy-to-do, short, fun, low-pressure, 
great little race.” 

Ryker Jones, 11, now knows that the 
triathlons his dad participates in are easy, he 
said. Ryker said he and his brother Cole, 10, 
trained for their first triathlon by signing up for 
a 5k and wanting to play the XBOX frequently.

“My dad has a rule that we can only play 
the XBOX if we run a couple laps,” Cole 
explained. 

Cole said he enjoyed the triathlon and 
wants to participate in the event next year. Cole 
and Ryker sported their participant medals as 
they walked around to cool off after the race. 

Kylan Olson, 12, who has participated in 
the race each year since its beginning, got third 
place overall. Kylan’s sister, Kelti Olson, 9, 
and his cousins Gavin Miller, 9, and Samatha 
Miller, 12, participated in the race because they 
love being sporty and competing against each 
other, Kelti said. 

“The hardest part about the race is to not 
die,” Kylan said. 

“And to not stop and keep going,” Kelti 
added. 

Mike Olsen, Kelti and Kylan’s father, 
cheered his children, niece and nephew on as 
he watched them from the sidelines. He was all 
smiles as he watched them cross the finish line. 

“It’s exciting watching them do something 
hard and do so well at it. They have more guts 
than I have,” he said. “I won’t do it, but they are 
always eager to do it. It is something they look 
forward to every year.” 

The group of siblings and cousins 
congratulated each other, each of them getting 
between first and third place in their divisions. 

At 9:30 a.m.—one hour after the start 
of the race—most participants had finished. 
Recreation center staff members wrote each 
participant’s time and place down on a little 
card that they handed out at the end of the 
event. It was a way for the racers to know their 
scores without the results being posted online 
or in front of everyone, because the point of the 
recreation center’s super sprint is completion 
not beating others, Roghaar said.    l

Children Try a Tri at Taylorsville Event 
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

A boy pedals down 2700 West by the Taylorsville Fitness 
and Recreation Center during the center’s fifth annual 
triathlon. –Tori La Rue 

A boy begins the running portion of the Taylorsville Triumph Youth and Family Triathlon. –Tori La Rue 
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Council invests in Equestrian Park’s future

After many months of meetings and ongoing communication 
between horse owners, county staff, and community 

members, the future of the Salt Lake County Equestrian Park is 
now set. We recently voted as the Salt Lake County council to 
keep the park in it’s current form but also to invest in a litany of 
deferred maintenance needs in the park.

This park has been a long-standing fixture of our South 
Jordan community, and the county as a whole. Unfortunately, 
many maintenance needs of the park had not been adequately 
funded and addressed over the years. In addition, as a county 
we lacked good information about the actual use of the park 
among members of the community. In essence - the county was 
not investing in the park properly, and was not understanding the 
full value of the park sufficiently.

I first posed questions about this park in the fall 2015 
budget process, and then again in a blog post in January 2016. 
My position was clear - if we as a county are going to have an 
equestrian park, we need to be willing to invest in it, as well as 
measure the actual use and value to the community.

For the past six months, a dedicated group of equestrian 
park advocates (known as the Equestrian Park Coalition) 
worked diligently to provide good information to me as well as 
other council members. They shared new information about the 

various events at the park, the level of use, and most importantly 
shed light on the many maintenance needs of the park.

Thanks to their hard work in collaborating with our county 
parks department, we now have a clear vision for the future of 
the park. This group also recommended some fee increases to 
users of the park. 

Some of the deferred maintenance repairs include things 
like: new restrooms for park users, entry gates with controlled 
access points that will give us more precise data on park use, 
upgrading or renovating some of the barns for the horses, and 
upgrading footing (dirt) where applicable.

These are just some of the many deferred maintenance 
needs that will be addressed through this investment. In addition, 
the fee structure adjustment will help enhance the park’s revenue 
stream to better fund its operations.

The controlled access points will give us precise data on 
the number of users of the park, as well as let us better collect 
appropriate usage fees.

We are also creating an ongoing Equestrian Park User 
Advisory and Oversight Committee, which will be an official 
mechanism through which users can provide valuable feedback 
to county staff as well as the park’s management. 

I’m excited about these improvements and the positive 

impact they will have on the equestrian park. This is an example 
of good civic engagement at its best. Members of the public 
effectively and respectfully educated the council, and we’ve 
incorporated their feedback into the plan moving forward.    l

Horses in their stalls at the Salt Lake County Equestrian Center. The aged 
stalls are part of along list of possible renovations that new funding could 
bring to the facility. - Kimberly Roach

Family Focused Leadership

for Utah Senate 6

CELINA
MILNER

801.654.VOTE (8683)    |    celina@celinamilner.com

celinamilner.com

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Celina Milner
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4879 South Redwood Rd
Taylorsville, UT  84123

801-288-9898
www.hiddenpeakscoffee.com

Have  
a 12oz 
coffee 
on us!

limit 1 per customer with coupon

All You Can Eat Buffet
chinese    sushi    mongolian

Over 200 Items!
801-969-6666

5668 South Redwood Road
Taylorsville, UT 84123

Mon-Thur: 11am -9:30pm
Fri & Sat: 11am - 10pm  Sunday: 11am - 9pm

_MG_3038.jpg

_MG_3081.jpg

Style1SampleB.jpg

_MG_3042.jpg

_MG_3089.jpg

Style2.jpg

_MG_3076.jpg

Style1.jpg

Style2SampleB.jpg

Host Your Next Birthday Party 
at GRINS & FINS

WATER PARK

Birthday Party Package Includes:
Reserved Party Room & 

Water Park Access for 2.5 Hours
10 Wristbands - Party Host
Party Room Decorations 

Decorations Include: balloon bouquet, tablecloths, 
private party sign, Happy Birthday banner

Party Package - $200.00 ($7/person)
Food Package Includes: 2 Lg. 2-topping pizzas, 

2 orders of breadsticks w/4 drink pitchers
A $75 deposit due at the time of booking. 

One adult chaperone required per 10 children. Max 
Capacity 40. No outside food or drink 

(except cake & ice cream).

RESERVATIONS:
Contact Vika Satini at
801-746-8400 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which is licensed as an insurance agency 
in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state.
HMIA000589

801-694-7378
Lynda Talbot

Licensed Insurance Agent 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which is licensed as an insurance agency 
in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state.
HMIA000589

801-694-7378
Lynda Talbot

Licensed Insurance Agent 

Lynda Talbot, Licensed Insurance Agent
Free gift would be given with qualifying purchase.

Ah, It’s here, fall. Here come the treasured foods of warmth, 
kids back in school, Halloween and that wonderful sound of 

crunching leaves under your feet when you head outside. There is 
nothing like the splendor of our amazing canyons with their fiery 
colors this time of year – anywhere else. 

Enjoying our canyons in the fall season is not only beauty to 
the eyes; it can be as cheap as a few gallons of gas and a picnic 
lunch too. Whether you’re leaf watching consists of a quick scenic 
drive on a Sunday afternoon or a weekend stay amid the trees, we 
can agree that, when the conditions are right, autumn time in Utah 
is worth celebrating.

Here are a few ideas of where to see fall leaves that won’t 
disappoint. Lets start with The Grand Prix of Leaf Watching (He-
ber, Midway, and Sundance) By picking a central location; you can 
spend the weekend enjoying beautiful colors and a variety of fun 
activities in all directions.
Midway

If you are looking for a unique adventure amid the fall foli-
age, Homestead Resort in Midway welcomes you. The sprawling 
cottages provide the perfect setting and destination for the most de-
voted leaf watcher and a place we try to visit yearly. When the day 
is done, take a dip in the Crater where the temperature is always a 
balmy 90-96 degrees. You can find a discount for Crater swimming 
on Coupons4Utah.com/
Heber

No matter where you are coming from, Heber always feels 
like home. Heber’s small town charm is a welcome respite from 
the hustle and bustle of big city life. When it comes to fall activi-
ties, Heber is the one of the best destinations for family fun.

For many, the Heber Valley Railroad is a longtime family 

tradition for every season. Come ride the Pumpkin Train, but be 
sure to stay and celebrate the Annual Scarecrow Festival or brave 
through the spine-tingling Sleepy Hollow Haunted Wagon Ride.

More adventurous visitors may choose to soar from above and 
take in the views on one of two different courses with Zipline Utah. 
The Flight of the Condor course spans 4 zipline and a suspension 
bridge. The Screaming Falcon is the world’s longest zipline course 
over water! It consists of over 2 miles of 10 ziplines and 7 suspen-
sion bridges, while also showing you some of the most amazing 
views Utah has to offer Visit coupons4utah.com for news about 
available discounts on the train and/or the Zipline.
Sundance

Nestled at the base of Mount Timpanogos, Sundance Ski 
Resort places you right in the middle of the fall splendor. After 
a day of enjoying the fall colors, you can savor wonderful cui-
sine made special from local and organic growers. For as low 
as $29.00 you can enjoy a fabulous adventure on the Bearclaw 
or Halloween Zipline Tour at Sundance or choose to ride the 
tram up for some amazing views from above. Details are on 
coupons4utah.com.
Emigration Canyon

Take Sunnyside east past the zoo where you’ll find dozens 
of trails full of fall color. Make a day of it and stop by the historic 
Ruth’s Diner for a lunch on their fantastic patio.
Silver Lake at Brighton Ski Resort

The good news, the easy access for people of all ages doesn’t 
detract from the beauty. The lake is just large enough to provide 
amazing colors and scenic views and small enough for the littlest 
of fans to enjoy the stroll.

Guardsman Pass
This is a beautiful and quiet drive offers breathtaking views. 

The winding road takes you from Deer Valley over to Park City 
and Midway.

Mirror Lake Highway Reaching north from Kamas, Utah, to 
Evanston, Wyoming, traverses nearly 80 miles through the Uinta 
Mountains. The highway has panoramic views of the alpine land-
scape from the road’s high point at Bald Mountain Pass. There are 
also numerous lakes that offer splendid view including its name-
sake Mirror Lake.
Red Butte Gardens

It may seem cliché to suggest visiting the gardens. But if you 
are stuck in the city and need a quick change in environment to 
recharge your spirit, Red Butte doesn’t disappoint no matter the 
season. Take a sack lunch with you; there are some wonderfully 
tranquil little hideaways for lunching at the gardens
Wheeler Historic Farm

Wheeler Farm is a kids favorite with its mature leafy trees, 
open grassy space, and rustic buildings, and don’t forget the super 
cute farm animals Wheeler Farm is a great place for the family to 
visit. Remember to take your camera for this one. Wheeler farm is 
a photographers dream. 

Last, I want to share with you a secret little stop in Draper. 
Beautiful Leaves can be as close as the next neighborhood over. Go 
east on Wasatch Blvd. until you reach Hidden Valley Park. Follow 
the Bonneville Shoreline Trail as it wraps around the east bench 
where you’ll find amazing views of the valley.

These are just a few of the magnitude of places Utah offers for 
enjoy fall. Where is your favorite place to see the beauty of fall?  l

The Crunch, Crunch, Crunch Under My Feet

Call Ti� any at (385) 646-4105
www.graniteschools.org/

foodservices/jobs

LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME WORK?

WANT FLEXIBLE HOURS WITH 
HOLIDAYS AND WEEKENDS OFF?
Granite School District is hiring Kitchen 
Managers, Nutrition Service Workers, 

and Nutrition Worker Substitutes!
Applicants must have: High school diploma 

or equivalent, background check, and be 
willing to obtain a food handler’s permit.

•  Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner positions available!
•  15 to 40 Hours per week with Flexible scheduling!
•  Hiring at over 100 schools within the district.
•  Pay starts at $11.26 per hour.
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Survival of the Fittest

I’ve always associated Yellowstone Park with abject terror. 
A childhood vacation to this national park guaranteed me a 

lifetime of nightmares.
It was the first time we’d taken a family vacation out of 

Utah and we were ecstatic. Not only would we stay in a mo-
tel, but we’d see moose, bears and cowboys in their natural 
habitat.

We prepared for a car ride that would take an entire day, 
so I packed several Nancy Drew mysteries, and some Judy 
Blume and Madeleine L’Engle novels just in case. Because 
my parents couldn’t hand us an iPad and tell us to watch mov-
ies for six hours, we brought our Travel Bingo cards with the 
transparent red squares that you slid over pictures of silos, 
motor homes and rest areas. 

For more car fun, there was the license plate game, the 
alphabet game, sing-alongs, ghost stories and slug bug. Even 
then, we got bored. Dad decided he’d prepare us for the Yel-
lowstone Park adventure that lay ahead of us. 

That’s when the trouble started. 
He told us how beautiful the park was. Then he ex-

plained if we fell into a geyser, the heat would boil the flesh 
off our bones and bleach those bones bright white, and those 
bones would never be found. He told us when (not if) we en-
countered bears, we had to play dead or the bears would eat 
us. We even practiced drills in the car. 

Dad would yell “Bear!” and we’d all collapse across the 
station wagon seats (we didn’t wear seat belts) until the dan-
ger had passed. (It usually took an hour or so.) 

He said if we wandered away, it would take just a few 
days until we died of starvation—unless the bears got us first. 
He warned us to stay away from every animal, describing in 
detail the series of rabies shots we’d need if a chipmunk bit 
us.

We were cautioned to avoid high ledges (we’d fall to 
our deaths), moose (we’d be trampled), buffalo (again with 
the trampled) and the requisite stranger warning (we’d be 
kidnapped). By the time we reached Yellowstone, dad had 
thoroughly instilled us with horror. 

When we arrived at the motel, we frantically ran to our 
room, afraid there were bears, moose or chipmunks waiting 
to drag us off into the woods.

That night, as we climbed into bed, Dad tucked us in 
and said, “Technically we’re sleeping on a huge volcano that 
could erupt at any time and blow up the entire state of Wyo-
ming. See you in the morning. Probably.”

The next day, he was perplexed when we didn’t want to 
get within 125 feet of a geyser, when we didn’t want to be 
photographed near a bison or when we refused to gaze into a 
boiling hot spot. My sister started crying, “I don’t want to fall 
in and have bleached bones.”

Then there was Old Faithful. Dad had built up our ex-
pectations to the point that anything less than a geyser that 
spewed glitter, fairies and candy would be a disappointment. 

We were underwhelmed.
But the souvenir shop redeemed our entire vacation. We 

were each given $5 to spend, which was a wealth of frivol-
ity. I chose a doll in a green calico dress with beautiful red 
hair—because nothing says “Yellowstone National Park” like 
an Irish lassie. 

As we left the park (with my sister quietly weeping 
because she’d changed her mind about which souvenir she 
wanted), we were thrilled to be returning home in one piece. 
But then my dad said, “We should visit Timpanogos Cave. 
Have I told you about the bats?”   l

TAYLORSVILLE

PROFESSIONALSValue PLACE AN AD:

Call 801-254-5974
YARD SERVICES

Affordable Yard Care / 
Tree Trimming & Removal
Flower Beds, Hedges, Railroad Ties,

Mulching, Sod, Concrete
Senior Discounts

Call Dan:  801-518-7365
TREE SERVICES

Intermountain Tree Experts
Trimming, removal, 

stump grinding
Licensed and Insured

Call Spencer:

801-244-3542

CONTRACTOR
GECK0

Concrete Tear-outs / Demolition
Bobcat / Mini Track-hoe Work
Tree Planting / Rock wall work
Call for FREE ESTIMATES

801-455-1778
HELP WANTED

Local Drivers need 
in Salt Lake City

Jumpstart / Fuel Deliveries / Tire Changes
Vehicle Required, No Experience Necessary

Call Amera at 267-270-5225
CARPET CLEANING

Primo Steamo 
Experience First Class 

Carpet Cleaning
Residential and Commercial

801-577-0270
mikey@primosteamo.com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Property Management 
Services

801-942-2886

GARAGE DOORS 
A PLUS GARAGE DOORS

 Service Available 24/7
 Certifi ed Experts 
 100% Warrantied
801-260-2030

REAL ESTATE INVESTING

REAL ESTATE INVESTOR
Seeks Trainee 

$10K per Month
801-997-0778

FENCING
Fence/Handyman
“Get Your Project On”

Fence & Handyman Service

Free Estimates 801-471-9688

HOME REPAIRS
Handy Home Services
Electrical, plumbing, drywall, painting,
bathrooms & kitchens remodeled…
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Mark Landers 801-641-9644
FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS

OLYMPUS ROOFING

801.887.7663
 SERVING 
 WASATCH FRONT
 SINCE 1973

VEHICLES WANTED

Gumby’s Auto Parts
We’ll buy your Non-running, wrecked 

or broken car, truck or van

call or text anytime
(801) 506-6098

REAL ESTATE
SOLD IN 30 DAYS!

RealtyBrokersNext.com
Ron Artenian-Realtor/Owner

801-597-7767
Ask About “Journal”Discount

REMODELING

Carlson Handyman
Basement Finishing

And Remodel Projects

801-979-8855
STUDENT ANXIETY?

Help for Exam Anxiety
All types of hypnosis

FREE Consultation

385.695.5577
www.hypnosisSLC.com

PAINTING
Paul Nunley 3rd Generation

-- PROFESSIONAL PAINTER --
Licensed & Insured

Residential & Commercial.
Call Paul 

801-819-9158
ROOFING

801-449-9875
All types of roofs
$650 OFF any reroof

over 2,000 sq. ft.

WATER HEATER
Hold old is your water heater?

Average water heaters last 8-12
Years.  An ounce of prevention is 

worth a pound of cure.  Avoid future 
fl ood or high water bills

Call for Free Estimates

801-808-7586




